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Claim(s) discussed: proposed amended claims 19-48 . 
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Interview Summary/Reasons for Allowance of proposed claims 19 and 42 

Proposed claim 19 sets forth a method of manufacturing a storage device for data 
carriers. 

A first storage device is manufactured so that it includes first and second integrally 
molded protective means, where both of the first and second integrally molded protective means 
include product information that is specific to the data carrier stored in the first storage device. 

A second storage device is manufactured so that it includes third and fourth integrally 
molded protective means, where both of the third and fourth integrally molded protective means 
include product information that is specific to the data carrier stored in the second storage device. 

The second protective means and the fourth protective means are in the form of a 
hologram. 

Proposed claim 42 sets forth the structure of the storage device described in the method 
claim 19. 

During the examination of this application, the Examiner previously rejected claims that 
set forth a single protective means in the form of a hologram (citing the reference to Butcher WO 
98/19305), and claims that set forth a single protective means in the form of text (citing Heiligers 
WO 97/20315 and Sammet US 4,978,005). 

With respect to Butcher, the Examiner has previously submitted that this reference does 
not set forth integral molding of the hologram on the storage device, although the reference does 
set forth the integral molding of an image. See page 10, line 27-31. The Examiner is of the 
belief that the hologram described in this passage is added through an adhesive. At that point in 
time, holograms were adhesively applied to credit cards. Credit cards were then and remain the 
most common application for security based holograms. There is no mention in Butcher of 
including information in the described image is specific to the data carrier. Nor is there any 
mention that the information in the hologram is specific to the data carrier. Finally, there is also 
no mention that the image is created in the manner set forth in claim 19. The image is not likely 
formed by placing something in a mold (integral molding, in mold labeling, etc.), but is instead 
likely formed by cutting an image in the mold itself. Accordingly, a rejection of proposed claims 
19 and 42 based on Butcher would require a significant amount of modifications through 
teachings that are not in the prior art of record. 

With respect to the Heiligers WO 97/20315 and Sammet US 4,978,005, these two 
references together do set forth a strong rejection of a single protective means in the form of text 
that is integrally molded to a storage device, and where the text is specific to the data carrier. 
However, using these two references together as a starting point for a rejection of claims 19 and 
42 would require the use of Butcher as a teaching for adding a hologram, another reference to 
suggest that the hologram would be integrally molded to the storage device, and a final reference 
to teach the adding of information to the hologram that is specific to the information in the data 
carrier. This level of modification necessitates the building of a magnificent house of cards with 
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hindsight as a blueprint. Indeed, many credit cards now have adopted the use of integral molding 
for holograms, so a modification of a (second) modifying reference (Butcher) can be 
contemplated, at least briefly. But, the information in these credit card holograms is not linked 
to a data carrier, nor is it placed on a storage device for a data carrier. 

From the above it can be seen that claims 1 9 and 42 do set forth an inventive concept that 
is patentable. 

It is understood that the proposed claims 19 and 42, along with their dependents, will be 
submitted with a continuation application. 
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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY 



Sin- 



In response to the Non~FinaI Office Action dated June 7, 2007, please amend the 
application in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.121, as follows: 



Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of the claims which begin on page 2 
of this paper. 
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Application Serial No.: 09/913,906 
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Reply to Non-Final Office Action of June 7, 2007 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Claims 1-18 (Canceled) 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A method for manufacturing storage devices for plate- 
shaped data carriers, each of said storage devices having a first and a second cover pivotally 
connected, a fixing means for fixing the data carrier within the storage device, said storage 
device being injection molded from plastic, and a protective means, the method comprising 
the steps of; 

placing a first protective means in a mold, placing a second protective means in th* 
for m of a hologram in the mold and subsequently forming at least a portion of a first storage 
device against or around the first andsecpnglprotective means in the mold through injection 
molding, such that the first and second protective means cannot be removed from the relevant 
part without damage, said first and second protective means having product information 
specific to a first data carrier to be stored in said first storage device; 

placing a third soemi protective means in the mold, placing a fourth nmt^tivA m „ n * 
in the form of a hologram in the mold and subsequently forming at least a portion of a second 
storage device against or around said third and fourth seeead protective means by injection 
molding, said third and fourth seeend protective means having product information specific 
to a second data carrier to be stored in said second storage device, wherein said product 
information of said first andsecpnd protective means is different from said product 
information of said third and fourth seeend protective means; and 

controlling the placing of the first and sooo ed protective means with a computer, 
wherein said product information for each individual data carrier can be adjusted: 



2 of 6 



PAGE 3/7* RCVD AT 12/6/2007 2:40:38 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/14 * DNIS:2737141 • CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):01-44 



DEC. 6.2007 2:44PM 



HOFFMANN & BARON LLP. 



NO. 9178 P. 



Application Serial No.: 09/913,906 

Amdt. dated December 6, 2007 

Reply to Non-Final Office Action of June 7, 2007 

20. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 9, wherein both 
the first and second storage devices are injection molded in one piece. 

21. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 19, wherein said first and 
third seeead protective means comprise a printing provided in the mold prior to forming said 
storage devices, said printing of said first protective means being different from said printing 
of said third seee»d protective means and whereupon plastic in the mold is provided against 
the printing or a carrier carrying the printing, such that the printing will form an integral part 
of the storage device or a part thereof to be formed in the mold. 

22. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 21, wherein the 
printing is introduced into the mold on a carrier. 

23 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 22, wherein the 
carrier is turned towards the adjacent wall of the mold and the plastic is provided against the 
opposite side. 

24. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 22, wherein the 
carrier is slightly stretched before or during placement in the mold, such that it is pulled taut. 



earner i 



25. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 22, wherein such a 
■ is applied that under the influence of at least the temperature of the plastic provided 

there against, it bums or sublimes, while the printing is incorporated on or into the plastic. 

26. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 22, wherein the 
carrier fuses with the plastic. 
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27. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 22, wherein the 
carrier with printing is supplied as a strip, in particular from a roll, and is cut directly before 
or during placement. 



28. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 21, wherein the 
printing is designed as transfer ink, 

29. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 21, wherein the 
printing is provided in the mold through impressing or printing on a wail part of the mold c 
carrier provided thereon, 



30, (Canceled) 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 21, wherein the first 
protective means comprise a bar-code Q6) or the liko L piiuidod. 

32. (Previously Presented) Amethod accordingto claim 21, wherein a 
carrier is provided in the mold having a printing on two sides, the plastic being provided 
against the carrier and undetachably connected thereto. 

33 . (Original) A method according to claim 32, wherein the carrier is at least 
partially transparent. 



34, (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 9, wherein the first 
protective means 0 5, n 3 , 3t,38o,36, 37) comprise magnetic and/or electronic means which 
are positioned on a carrier in the mold (Ml* whereupon plastic is squirted around the 
magnetic and/or electronic means, such that the carrier is enclosed or incorporated therein or 
disappears therein, for instance through burning or sublimation. 
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Claims 35-41 (Canceled) 

42. (New) A storage device for a plate-shaped data carrier comprising: 
a first and a second cover pivotally connected; 

a fixing means for fixing the data carrier within the storage device; 

a first protective means integrally injection molded within one of said first and second 
covers such that said first protective means cannot be removed from the storage device 
without damage, said first protective means having product information specific to a data 
carrier to be stored in said storage device; and 

a second protective means in the form of a hologram integrally injection molded 
within one of said first and second covers such that said second protective means cannot be 
removed from the storage device without damage, said second protective means having 
product information specific to the data carrier to be stored in said storage device. 

43. (N6w) A storage device as defined in Claim 42, wherein said first and second 
covers and said fixing means are injection molded in one piece. 

44. (New) A storage device as defined in Claim 42, wherein said first protective 
means comprise a printing provided in a mold prior to forming said storage device, 
whereupon plastic in the mold is provided against the printing or a carrier carrying the 
printing, such that the printing will form an integral part of the storage device or a part 
thereof to be formed in the mold. 

45. (New) A storage device as defined in Claim 44, wherein the printing 
comprises a transfer ink. 

46. (New) A storage device as defined in Claim 42, wherein the first protective 
means comprises a bar-code. 

5 of 6 
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47. (New) A storage device as defined in Claim 44, wherein said printing is a 
double-sided printing. 

48. (New) A storage device as defined in Claim 42, wherein said first protective 
means comprises magnetic and/or electronic means. 
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